Initial management of hand injuries in the emergency patient.
Failure to develop a proper routine for complete examination and documentation of the injured hand may result in the inability to make the proper diagnosis. Less than optimal treatment may result. Ultimately, the end result is unnecessary functional loss and, frequently, medical-legal difficulties. Initial emergency department management of acute hand is reviewed: recognition of surgical emergencies, proper initial treatment of tendon and nerve injuries, splinting, and record keeping are emphasized.